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Second Phase Of COVID-19 
Funding Announced 

Around £220 million of further grants are being made available for businesses – 
including the recently self-employed – to help them deal with the ongoing public 
impact of the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. 

 

The new package of measures includes £120 million to extend the Small Business Grant 

scheme to ensure that, in addition to a 100% grant on the first property, small business 

ratepayers will be eligible to a 75% grant on all subsequent properties. 

 

A further £100 million fund is also being made available to protect self-employed people 

and viable micro and SME businesses in distress due to COVID. This fund will be 

channelled through local authorities and enterprise agencies to target newly self-

employed people and businesses who are ineligible for other Scottish Government or UK 

Government schemes. 

https://scottishchambers.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4404fbe9682888bacf2a9fa5&id=21a4e30ac2&e=18cc60ebd7


 

Applications for the £100 million fund will be open by the end of the month, and the new 

arrangements for the Small Business Grant will be in place to receive applications on 5 May. 

 

Finance Secretary, Kate Forbes said: 

 

“The Scottish Government’s primary concern remains to protect people’s health, but it is 

still the case that the Coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak is having severe economic 

consequences for businesses around the country. 
 
“We are doing everything we can to support business at this difficult time and we continue 
to listen to and engage with the sector. 
 
“Our support for business now exceeds the £2.2 billion passed on from the UK 
Government and actively works to fill the gaps in the UK schemes. 
 
“Around 100,000 businesses in total are already eligible for our small business grants and 
from today we will be extending that scheme in response to feedback from businesses on 
the frontline of this economic crisis.  
 
“The creation of a £100 million fund is to help those micro and SME businesses who face 
immediate cash flow challenges, are ineligible for other schemes and are the productive 
base for supporting employment in the future.  
  
"It will also support those newly self-employed people who are also ineligible for UK 
schemes and will be a vital lifeline for many businesses and individuals across Scotland." 
  

Commenting on the additional £220m funding for businesses, Liz Cameron OBE, 

Chief Executive of Scottish Chambers of Commerce, said: 

  

“SCC raised directly with Scottish Ministers the gaping anomaly between the financial 

support available for businesses with more than one property in Scotland compared to 

businesses in the rest of the UK.  
  
"Today’s announcement is a positive step in the right direction which will give much-
needed financial relief to many small businesses. 
  
“We are also pleased to hear the Scottish Government is providing support to newly self-
employed people not eligible for other schemes. Questions still remain on the criteria and 
speed of delivery and Ministers must provide businesses with a reassurance that cash 
support will be released quickly.  



  
"The harsh reality of this situation means any delays in support is the difference between 
a business going under or surviving.” 
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HMRC Update On Coronavirus Job 
Retention Scheme 

HMRC has promised to release wages for furloughed workers by the end of April, as the 

tax authority prepares for firms to start making claims from Monday. 
  

Companies which have laid off staff temporarily under the Coronavirus Job Retention 

Scheme can apply for government funds from 20 April. 

Read More >  
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The scheme, which covers 80% of workers' pay, will run until 1 June. The Treasury said 

the scheme, which pays wages for March, April and May, could run for longer. 
  

"The scheme is open for an initial three months and we hope conditions will improve 

sufficiently during this period. However, the Chancellor has been clear he will review 

extending it for longer if necessary," said a Treasury spokesperson. 
  

HMRC chief executive Jim Harra told the BBC's Today programme that the chancellor 

Rishi Sunak "has been clear that if it needs to be extended then he will look to do that". 
  

Mr Harra added that the system through which companies can claim funding to pay their 

furloughed workers will be accessible from Monday. He said he was "confident" 

employers will get the money in time to pay people by the end of the month. 
  

"Most employers run their payroll on the last banking day of the month which would be 30 

April and there is time to get your claims in in time and to get money before then," he said. 
  

Workers are eligible for the scheme provided that they began in their current employment 

on or before 28 February after the Treasury extended the cut-off date for the coronavirus 

furlough scheme to cover thousands more workers at risk of losing their jobs. 
  

Employers can now claim for furloughed employees who were employed and on their 

PAYE payroll on or before March 19 – the day before the scheme was announced.  
  

Individuals originally had to be employed on February 28 2020 to qualify for the 

Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme. The Treasury estimates the change will benefit more than 

200,000 employees. 
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Read More >  
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Virtual Roundtable With Secretary 
Of State For Scotland 

SCC recently placed a request to the Secretary of State, Alistair Jack MP, for a roundtable 

meeting with Chamber Network Chief Executive’s.  
  

This will be taking place tomorrow morning over Zoom from 9-10am, where Mr Jack will 

be joined by his Undersecretary in the Scotland Office, Douglas Ross MP. 
  

SCC has been engaged in regular discussion, amongst other business organisations, 

with the UK Government in raising member concerns over current support for businesses.  
  

This has included sharing the feedback from the Coronavirus Tracker Surveys, sharing 

our concerns over the disparity between UK Government & Scottish Government with 

regards to their differing interpretation of essential sectors and delivery of business 

support. 
  

mailto:sdivers@scottishchambers.org.uk?subject=Alister%20Jack%20Meeting


Please contact Siobhan Divers at SCC if you would like to share issues you wish to raise 

in advance. These items should be appropriate to the powers of the UK Government regarding business 

guidance and support at this time. 
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SCC Business Panel Surveys 
Yesterday, SCC launched the third phase of the latest Coronavirus survey tracker. 

  

Many thanks to those who have done so already, in total the trackers have amassed 

nearly 80 responses in that time. Local versions of this tracker have also been provided 

to Chambers, and we hope you can share these with your members. 

  

An updated national breakdown of these results will be provided on Friday, and local 

chamber breakdowns will also be shared individually with each chamber. 
  

This work continues to be supported by the expertise of the SCC Network’s Business 

Advisory Group, comprising of more than 20 of Scotland’s top business leaders, many of 

who are chamber members. 

  

Please contact Colin Campbell at SCC if you have any comments or questions. 
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Take Survey >  

Contact SCC >  
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Support For The Aquaculture 
Sector From Scottish Government 

Aquaculture businesses threatened by the effects of COVID-19 can now get financial 

support from the Scottish Government. 
  

Hardship payments of up to £27,000 are being made available for around 100 businesses 

which make a full time living from shellfish growing and trout farming. 

 

The aquaculture hardship fund will pay grants to eligible aquaculture businesses most at risk of immediate 

financial ruin due to the disappearance of domestic and export food markets. 

 

To apply for a grant, shellfish and trout businesses are required to demonstrate that the business operates 

on a full time basis and has suffered severe hardship as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak. 

 

Grant payments will cover two months and be equivalent to 50% of the average monthly gross revenue 

from sales of aquaculture products in 2019 of each business. 

https://scottishchambers.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4404fbe9682888bacf2a9fa5&id=c1473ab23a&e=18cc60ebd7


 

 
  

 

  

 

COVID-19 Inquiry – Impact On 
Scotland’s Businesses, Workers 

And Economy 
The Scottish Parliament’s Economy, Energy and Fair Work Committee is seeking views 

at this challenging time and are keen to hear from you on the impact of COVID-19 on 

businesses, workers and the economy in Scotland.  
  

They will reflect information received from submissions in future work looking at the 

support that is being made available to businesses and workers and other measures 

aimed at mitigating the impact of the virus.  

Apply Here >  
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This will also be the focus of the Committee’s scrutiny of the Scottish Government’s 

budget. 
  

If you would be interested in contributing views from your chamber or your members to 

an SCC Network submission on the above, please get in touch with Colin Campbell.  

 

 
  

 

  

 

 

BBC Scotland's Debate Night 
Returns 

BC Scotland’s Debate Night programme returns for a second series in less than thre  

eeks time.  
  

he Producers are looking for people from across Scotland to be part of its virtual audience at home v  

obile or PC. 

Contact SCC >  
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The first show takes place on Wednesday 29th April 2020 and people are being invited 

to take part by clicking the below link. 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

Share Your COVID-19 Business 
Success Stories 

Join Audience >  

https://scottishchambers.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4404fbe9682888bacf2a9fa5&id=132f539171&e=18cc60ebd7
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SCC has been delighted to see exceptional examples from across the Scottish Chambers 

Network of businesses innovating, collaborating and coming together to support each 

other within the current crisis. 
  

The Project Corran example (above) from Inverness was previously highlighted by SCC 

and we are now looking for more businesses and Chambers to share their member 

success stories in the face of adversity. 
  

In return, SCC will feature these across our Daily Newsletters. 
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Monday 

Business Panel (Phase 3) Launch 
and New Support For Mental 

Health. 

 

 
  

 

 

 

Thursday 

Lockdown To Continue and New 
UK Points-based Immigration 

System. 

 

 
  

 

 

 

Wednesday 

Scottish Business Community 
Calls For Clarity and SCC Asks 

Banks To Step Up. 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

Project Corran >  

Share Examples >  
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Tuesday 

SCC Network With Cabinet 
Secretary Fiona Hyslop and 

Minister Jamie Hepburn MSP. 

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

Monday 

Secretary Of State For Scotland 
To Meet With Business 

Organisations. 

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

Friday PM 

Press Reaction To Business 
Community and Sick Pay Update 

From HMRC. 

 

 
  

 

  

  

Key Statistics 
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Latest Coronavirus Statistics 
The daily update outlining the key statistics related to Covid-19 cases so far. 
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The SCC Business Support Hub 
The Business Support Hub on the SCC website has been created to enable businesses 

to find useful information quickly.  
  

The Hub is updated daily and includes information on business support, access to 

finance, contact numbers, public information and travel advice. 
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Visit Hub >  

Scot Gov - 0800 303 0660 >  
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Non-Domestic Rates >  

UK Government >  

UK Finance >  

ACAS Guidance >  

NHS Health Advice >  
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