
Scottish Chambers of Commerce  
COVID-19 Update - 16 April 2020 

  

      

 

  

   

  

 
  

This update has been prepared by SCC for Network distribution so please feel free to share 
 

  

Scottish Government 
 

  

   

 

https://scottishchambers.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4404fbe9682888bacf2a9fa5&id=457ed8afd4&e=18cc60ebd7
https://scottishchambers.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4404fbe9682888bacf2a9fa5&id=267f32ec38&e=18cc60ebd7
https://scottishchambers.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4404fbe9682888bacf2a9fa5&id=ab8728c913&e=18cc60ebd7
https://scottishchambers.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4404fbe9682888bacf2a9fa5&id=e74fac2ae5&e=18cc60ebd7
mailto:admin@scottishchambers.org.uk
https://scottishchambers.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4404fbe9682888bacf2a9fa5&id=de0a05fcd9&e=18cc60ebd7


 

UK Lockdown Measures Extended 
Dominic Raab has tonight declared that coronavirus lockdown will stay for another three 

weeks despite ongoing concern regarding the economic impact. 
  

The Foreign Secretary confirmed the public's 'efforts are starting to pay off' but curbs 

cannot yet be lifted after he chaired a meeting of the Cobra emergency committee.  
  

He said transmission in the community was 'almost certainly' below the level at which the 

outbreak will peter out, but there was still spread in hospitals and care home. 
  

"Based on this advice the government has decided the measures must remain in place 

for at least the next three weeks," he told the daily Downing Street briefing.  
  

Earlier in the day, First Minister Nicola Sturgeon had called on a further extension of three 

weeks. 
  

Ms Sturgeon added that she would begin to set out the basic principles of an "exit 

strategy" from the lockdown next week. 

 



  

 

  

 

Companies House Support For 
Businesses Hit By COVID-19 

Businesses will be given additional support to help them meet their legal responsibilities 

under changes announced today. 
  

Companies House will temporarily pause the strike off process to prevent companies 

being dissolved. This will give businesses affected by the coronavirus outbreak the time 

they need to update their records and help them avoid being struck off the register. 
  

In addition, companies issued with a late filing penalty due to COVID-19 will have appeals 

treated sympathetically. 
  

Today’s announcement builds on measures already implemented by the Secretary of 

State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, Alok Sharma MP, which give 

businesses the ability to apply for a 3-month extension to file accounts with Companies 

House. 
  

https://scottishchambers.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4404fbe9682888bacf2a9fa5&id=e0db77c634&e=18cc60ebd7


As part of the agreed measures, while companies will still have to apply for the 3-month 

extension to be granted, those citing issues around COVID-19 will be automatically and 

immediately granted an extension. 
  

The Secretary of State has stated that Companies House will continue to monitor what 

companies are filing and will provide further extensions if needed. 
  

Mr Sharma has also announced that the government will introduce legislation to ensure 

those companies required by law to hold Annual General Meetings (AGMs) will be able 

to do so safely, consistent with the restrictions on movement and gatherings introduced 

to address the spread of coronavirus. 
  

Companies will temporarily be extended greater flexibilities, including holding AGMs 

online or postponing the meetings. 
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Read More >  
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Virtual Roundtable With Secretary 
Of State For Scotland 

SCC today hosted the Secretary of State for Scotland, Alister Jack MP, for a roundtable 

meeting with 25 of the Chamber Network Chief Executive’s. Mr Jack was also joined by 

his Undersecretary in the Scotland Office, Douglas Ross MP. 

  

In what was an engaging and wide-ranging meeting. the Secretary outlined his views on 

a variety of issues including the future of Scotland’s tourism, transport and Oil and Gas 

sectors, the support mechanisms put in place so far, the ongoing discussions and the 

relationship between the UK and Scottish Governments. 
  

Mr Jack took away a number of points to feed into the UK Cabinet and Cobra meetings 

today. 

  

SCC is submitting a formal letter to Alister Jack MP to follow up on all of the Network’s 

key policy representations and will continue to keep the wider Network updated on 

progress. 

  



The meeting was a further development following the regular SCC discussions with the 

UK Government to raise member concerns over current support for businesses. 

  

Thank you to all of the Chambers that were able to join the meeting and input into the 

content and delivery of the session. 
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SCC Business Panel Surveys 
SCC has now launched the third phase of the latest Coronavirus survey tracker. 

  

Many thanks to those who have done so already, in total the trackers have amassed over 

100 responses. Local versions of this tracker have also been provided to Chambers, so 

please share with your members. 

  

An updated national breakdown of these results will be provided on Friday, and local 

Chamber breakdowns will also be shared individually with each Chamber. 
  

This work continues to be supported by the expertise of the SCC Network’s Business 

Advisory Group, comprising of more than 20 of Scotland’s top business leaders, many of 

who are chamber members. 

  

Please contact Colin Campbell at SCC if you have any comments or questions. 
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Contact SCC >  
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SCC Media Engagement 
STV News interviewed the President of SCC, Tim Allan, earlier today on the topic of the 

current lockdown in place in the UK.  
  

In line with the theme of the interview, Tim shared Chamber Network messaging around 

the important of business and economic recovery and how the country should come out 

of lockdown in context of Covid-19, in a way that best safeguards jobs and livelihoods in 

sync with the continuing public health response. 
  

This interview will be broadcast in a news package for the STV Evening News tomorrow 

evening. 

 
  

 

  



 

Caithness Distillery Receives 
Funding To Produce Sanitiser 

Demand for hand sanitiser has led to a Caithness distillery being awarded funding to help 

its community. 
  

The Ice and Fire Distillery at Latheronwheel has switched its normal operations during the 

coronavirus crisis to make this new product and distribute it free to those who need it, 

including public services such as doctors’ surgeries, local shops and care workers. 
  

Awards of £9098.09 each have been made by both the SSE Beatrice Caithness Fund 

and the E.ON Camster Community Fund. 
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This has given the gin distillery the funds to purchase 4000 litres of denatured alcohol and 

other necessary ingredients to begin a large-scale production. 
  

Ice and Fire director Jacqueline Black said: “These two funding awards are fantastic news 

and will be very welcome. The fact that we can supply hand sanitiser for up to the next 12 

months is going to be such a benefit to the local community. 
  
“Covid-19 is not going away any time soon so I think that using hand sanitiser is going to 
be a part of daily life, and the ability to give it to people free is fantastic.” 
  

The sanitiser is made to the World Health Organisation guidelines and can be used in a 

variety of container types and sizes, depending on people’s preference – spray, pump or 

squeezy bottles. 
  

The E.ON Camster Community Fund is managed by Foundation Scotland. 
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Wednesday 

econd Phase Of Covid-19 
ng and HMRC Guidance On 
ob Rentention Scheme. 

 
  

Tuesday 

Business Panel (Phase 3) Launch 
and New Support For Mental 

Health. 

 

Thursday 

Lockdown To Continue and  
UK Points-based Immigrat  

System. 

Read More >  
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Wednesday 

ottish Business Community 
s For Clarity and SCC Asks 

Banks To Step Up. 

 

 
  

 

 

  

 

  

Tuesday 

SCC Network With Cabinet 
Secretary Fiona Hyslop and 

Minister Jamie Hepburn MSP. 

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

Monday 

Secretary Of State For Sco  
To Meet With Business 

Organisations. 
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Latest Coronavirus Statistics 
The daily update outlining the key statistics related to Covid-19 cases so far. 
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The SCC Business Support Hub 
The Business Support Hub on the SCC website has been created to enable businesses 

to find useful information quickly.  
  

The Hub is updated daily and includes information on business support, access to 

finance, contact numbers, public information and travel advice. 
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Visit Hub >  

Scot Gov - 0800 303 0660 >  
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Non-Domestic Rates >  

UK Government >  

UK Finance >  

ACAS Guidance >  

NHS Health Advice >  
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